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Javier Borges
Class of ‘93 | President

Dear Alumni,

This year marks the 30th anniversary of the founding of St. Brendan High School.  It was in 1975 that Fr. Thomas Dennehy 
opened the doors to what would become such a major Catholic high school in the thriving metropolis to south 
Miami-Dade county.  Of course, it took a tremendous amount of work from many hands to turn the seminary into a 
successful high school.  But the work was done and the results are with us. And we are proud of our school and the 
wonderful students who have passed through its buildings.

You know what your years at St. Brendan High School have meant to you, not only the academic work, but even more 
important, the life preparation.   The teachers, friends, and associates that you met at St. Brendan have become, in many 
cases, lifelong friends.  Values learned during your high school years have stayed with you and made a difference in your 
life.  The Fr. Thomas Dennehy Memorial Foundation has as its goal to provide the opportunity for other deserving, but 
poor, children to attend St. Brendan and enjoy all the advantages that you have experienced during your high school years.  

On behalf of the needy, I congratulate you and challenge you to provide to others what you have received.  Your support 
for all the plans and projects of the Foundation is dearly needed and appreciated.  Please come to visit your Alma Mater.  
You are always in our family.

Sincerely,

Brother Felix Elardo
Principal

To all St. Brendan Students, Faculty, Alumni, & Friends:

I hope this message finds everyone well and off to a great new school year.

In January 2005, after a year of serving on the Board of the Father Dennehy Memorial Fund, I was elected to serve as 
President of the Fund.  I am honored to serve in this capacity for an Institution that afforded me so many special 
experiences.  The Father Dennehy Memorial Fund (FDMF), named after St. Brendan’s founding Principal Father 
Thomas Dennehy, is operated by an independent Board of Directors comprised of Alumni from each decade of the 
school’s existence as well as some dedicated Faculty members currently teaching at St. Brendan.  Our sole purpose is 
to raise funds from Sabre Alumni and Friends to help support any current St. Brendan student in urgent need.  When 
a student and their family are met with the prospect of having to leave the school because of a family situation that 
affects their financial ability to afford tuition, we step in on an anonymous basis to subsidize the student’s level of need.

In 2004, thanks to the efforts of our Board and Supporters, we raised a record amount of over $9,000 and are currently 
sponsoring two excellent students.  Some of our past sponsored students have gone on to excel at the University level.  
Looking forward, we want to expand our efforts to assist our FDMF sponsored graduates with college scholarships.  
In order to do this and to continue to raise the funds needed to support the FDMF, we realized that St. Brendan needed 
an Alumni Association.  The FDMF Board decided to take action and with the support of the administration, we have 
formed the first official St. Brendan High Alumni Association (SBHAA).  The FDMF will now be a subset of the SBHAA.  
St. Brendan boasts one of the highest Alumni Faculty ratios in all of Dade County.  About 1/3 of our teachers are 
Alumni, it is truly a beautiful legacy of SBHS.

The timing of launching the Alumni Association could not be better. St. Brendan is set to celebrate its 30th Anniversary 
in 2005-2006.  What better way to celebrate our Sabre legacy than to invite everyone back to campus and to get 
involved in the Alumni Association.  In this newsletter you will find more information on becoming a member of the 
Association, a unique opportunity to be recognized as a Founding Member, supporting the FDMF, and a listing of special 
events for everyone to come back to campus to commemorate the 30th Anniversary and launch of the 
St. Brendan High Alumni Association.

As you can see, these are exciting times at St. Brendan, but we need your help.  I want to extend to all of you an 
invitation to get involved with the Alumni Association and in the 30th Anniversary Celebration.  For more information 
please go to our website at www.stbrendanalumni.org.

Go Sabres,

Javi Borges (Class of ‘93)
President
St. Brendan Alumni Association
Father Dennehy Memorial Fund
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THE SABRE TALESSPECIAL EVENTS

Class of 1985

Try as she might, Katrina could not keep the 
Class of 1985 from celebrating its 20th 
Anniversary Class Reunion the weekend of
August 26-28, 2005. All friends, they began
the weekend with Happy Hour at the 
Navio Bar, Sheraton Hotel, Miami, Florida. 
Everyone that attended was glad to see each 
after so many years, and the refrain was the 
same, time and time again: "you look exactly 
the same!" but it wasn't true, age had made them all more beautiful and handsome. The next night, a Gala Dinner 
at the Colonnade in Coral Gables, Florida, brought more smiles and hugs, and tears at the sight of their slide 
show as memories began to flow. On Sunday, Fr. Jim officiated a Mass in the St. Raphael Chapel assisted by 
1985's children. After the Mass, everyone went out back to the gym to enjoy a picnic, where they met each 
other's growing families and basked in the sun, together one last time until the next reunion. For pictures of this
event, please visit your 1985 class page at www.stbrendanalumni.org. 

Class of 1995

The Class of 1995 will hold their 10 Year Reunion on the weekend of September 24-25, 2005.  On Saturday, 
September 24, there will be a Happy Hour, Dinner, Music and Dancing at Mosico & Salero Restaurant in Miami. 
Sunday, September 25, will see a Family Barbecue on the Saint Brendan High School campus. The approximate 
cost is $60/person for the weekend's events. Watch your mail and check out the 1995 Classmates page 
on the alumni website regularly www.stbrendanalumni.org for more information. Please contact one of your 
reunion organizers to volunteer to help, to update your contact data or for more information. For pictures of 
this event, please visit your 1995 class page at www.stbrendanalumni.org.

Eileen Navarro - EPE13@aol.com 
Vanessa Enrizo Garcia - venrizo@miami.edu 
Lourdes Lorenzo Hilliard - lula396@yahoo.com

Class Reunions - Then and Now

The Distinguished Alumnus Award is given to graduates of St. Brendan High School in Miami.  The honorees are 
selected not only for their professional achievements but also for demonstrating Christian principles in their 
everyday lives and for service to their community and their alma mater.  These alumni use the tools given them 
during their Catholic education for the benefit of others; displaying a spirit of caring, generosity and goodness to 
others and to their former school.  They truly embody the legacy of the green & white and the Sabre spirit that 
began with Fr. Dennehy’s vision when he opened the doors of St. Brendan High in 1976. 

Previous recipients of the Distinguished Alumnus Award are:

Honorable Judge Marylin Milian, 1978

Honorable Judge Adalberto Jordan, 1980

Ms. Jackie Nespral, 1984

The St. Brendan High Alumni Association is currently accepting nominations for this year’s recipient of the 
Father Dennehy Distinguished Alumnus Award.  Honorees are selected by the Board of Directors of the SBHAA, 
based on the established criteria.  Nominations for this year’s recipient will be accepted until September 30th, 2005.  
Presentation of this year’s award will be made at the 30th Anniversary Gala on November 19th.

If you or someone you know exemplifies the characteristics listed in the Criteria for Nomination; please fill out the 
webform in the Awards Section at  www.stbrendanalumni.org.  Be sure to describe the characteristics you feel 
qualify the Nominee for this award.

Established in 2003, Founder’s Service Award is given to our youngest alumni, a graduating Senior, chosen by the 
faculty and staff for their exemplary behavior and Catholic values.  The students are judged based on service to 
their School, Parish and surrounding community.  The recipient is presented their award before the entire 
Senior Class at a gathering of Students, Parents and Faculty shortly before graduation each year.

Past winners of the Founder’s Service Award are:

David McGrath, 2003         Monserrat de Para, 2004      Samantha Gonzalez, 2005

30th Anniversary Mass 
Rescheduled TBA
30th Anniversary Gala
Saturday, November 19, 2005
Tapas Night 
December 2005
Homecoming Week
Week of January 16-20, 2006 
Homecoming Game / Alumni Tailgate
Friday, January 20th, 2006
Annual Memorial Mass
February 2006
Sabre Success: Networking Event / Career Days
April 5-7, 2006
30th Anniversary Alumni Association Founding/
Lifetime Members Commemoration Celebration
April 5-7, 2006

Calendar of Events

We held our annual Sabre Success/Career Days 
Event last Spring.  Current college and graduate 
students, and beginning and experienced 
professionals from different fields took time out 
of their busy schedules to provide valuable 
information about academic and professional 
preparation to our students.  Former Sabres that 
have come through for us time and time again are:
 
Class of ’80 Tony Baradat, Bert Jordan  

Class of ’82 Becky Reyes, Rosa Llaguno, 
Vicky Lopez and Ricky Seara

Class of ’83 Clary Arango, Elda Arellano, 
Liz Garcia-Balbin, Mario Carballo, 
Silvia (Escribano) Cuadra, Henry Pineiro, Mike Nolan, 
Rosa (Hoyo) Prieto, Vivian Sanchez and 
Michael Vazquez

Class of ’84 Ernie Fernandez and 
Monique (Russo) De La Viesca

Class of ’86 Cynthia Corzo, 
Christine (De Valle) De La Huerta and Luisa Varona

Class of ’88 Carmen Vizcaino 

Class of ’91 Maria Budet, Carmen (Martinez) Gali, 
Eric Knowles, Bernie Navarro, Jackie Tejeda and 
Danny Vinas 

Class of ’93 Javier Borges, Susan Carballo, 
Marcia Codina, Cesare Ramos, Robert Muñecas 
and Melissa Vigues

Class of ’95 Susan Falero

Class of ’96 Jenny Martin, Frank Pages and 
Monica Vigues

Class of ’97 Teri Puente

Class of ’98 Lilly Guallar, Mileny Martinez and 
Sofia Morales

Class of ’99 Michelle De Diego, Arlette Saenz

Class of ’03 Andrea Abrantes and Carla Regalado

Former SBHS Teacher Mike Mosca
 
The following are parents and spouses of current 
and former students that have taken part in the 
program throughout the years: 

Jorge Escala (married to Annette Sabates, c/o ’94), 
Nelcy Huerta (parent of Christine Hernandez, 
c/o ’05), Xiomara Pages (parent of Frank c/o ’96 
and J. P. Pages, c/o ’99), Greta Pelegrin (parent of 
Barbie Pelegrin, c/o ’93) and Alyssa Ramos (married 
to Cesare Ramos, c/0 ’95).  Needless to say, we are 
very grateful that so many members of the SBHS 
community contribute to this program.  Most of 
them actually have a great time.

Sarah Prieto (Class of ’83) 

Sabre Success: Career Days Inspired Last Spring
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Fr. Thomas A. Dennehy Distinguished Alumnus Award

The Founder’s Service Award

In 2005, the St. Brendan High Alumni Association founded the Alumni Award, recognizing an outstanding Senior, 
chosen by the faculty and staff, for their commitment to continuing the legacy of the Green & White.  This year, 
the Association is proud to announce the first recipient of the Alumni Award:

Alejandra Maruri, 2005

The Founder’s Service Award

‘80   Abby Gilliamsen, Doctorate in Education, Brenau College.  Teaching for 18 years, currently at St. Johns Public Schools.  Still single and happy.
‘82   Maggie Barrenche Garcia-Tunon, Celebrated 20th Wedding Anniversary with husband Rudy.  Founded not-for-profit org Megan’s Angel Wings in honor of 
        her daughter who was diagnosed with Non-Hodgkins Lymphoma.
‘83   Frank Garcia, President/Owner, United Insurance & Title, Inc.
‘87   Jean Marie Crossin Woodbridge, Working for Ernst & Young as People Consultant for the National Tax group in Washington, DC.
‘90   Cristina Calderon-Parra, Asst Director, UM Dept of Medicine, Medical Billing Office.
‘92   Elizabeth Calzadilla, Public Information Officer/Media Relations Specialist for Broward Sheriff ’s Office.
‘92   Jay Zabola, Teacher of the Year 2004, Kinloch Park Elementary.
‘94   Daniel Miranda, Completed my first Ironman Triathlon in November; completing the swim/bike/run in 12hrs 34m.  Placed 7th in my age group in a race half the 
        Triathlon in 5hrs 10m two weeks later.
‘94   Jacquline Hernandez Aquino, Promoted to Assistant Principal at a middle school in Dade County.
‘95   Aleida Rivero, Accepted into OSU Masters/Doctorate Program in Speech-Language Pathology, awarded Graduate Enrichment Fellowship.
‘95   Vanessa Enrizo-Garcia, Working at the UM School of Education, Business Office.
‘96   Christina Rivero Yabrudy, Working as Paralegal at Stearns Weaver Miller, et al.
‘97   Maribel Alvarez, Graduated w/Honors, Nova SE, Masters in Accounting.  Owner of an Accounting firm.
‘97   Maynel Alvarez Requejo, Graduated UM, Spring 2005, Masters in Communication Studies.
‘98   Alyn Cruz Higgins, Graduated FIU, December 2004, Masters in Counseling Psychology.
‘98   Deana Jimenez, Nurse, Working at Miami Children's Hospital.
‘98   Edith Escalona, Graduating FSU Law, May 2005, Juris Doctor.  Attended FIU and FSU-Law on scholarship.
‘98   Melissa Lombana, Graduated FIU, April 2004, BS in Special Education.
'98   Shanielle Soto, Graduated FIU, May 2004, Hospitality Management.
‘98   Soraya Cabrera, Graduated FIU, December 2004, Elementary Education.
‘99   Andrea Villafana, Graduated Barry, May 2004, BS Pre-K/Primary Ed w/ESOL.  Teaching 1st  grade.
‘99   Andryann Pino, Graduating UF, April 2005, Doctorate in Pharmacy; accepted into Primary Care Residency at Gainesville VA Hospital.
‘99   Clara Pablo, Promoted, reporter of Escandalo TV; Producer/Reporter at Telefutura/Univision.
‘99   Cristina Fernandez, Graduated BS, May 2004, Elementary Ed/ESOL.
‘99   Geesa Thekkumkattil, Graduated USF, July 2004, MIS.  Founded South Asian Sorority - Sigma Sigma Rho.  Working for PricewaterhouseCoopers as I.S. Auditor.
‘99   Ianessa Cabrera, Graduated FIU, School of Nursing, BSN. Working in Pediatrics and beginning Masters in Nursing Ed at Barry.
‘99   Jennifer Ludwig Colina, Quality of Life Manager at Crispin Porter + Bogusky.
‘99   Lourdes Suarez, Completing Elementary Education degree at FIU.
‘99   Monica Lorrie, Graduating UM Law School, May 2005.
‘99   Paola Gonzalez, Graduated FIU, Spring 2004, BS in Communication; Major in Advertising, Minor in Psychology.
‘00   Christina Sanda, Started Pharmacy school at Nova SE in August 2004.
‘00   Marilu Martin, Currently in NYC, working for McGladrey & Pullen LLP, 6th largest CPA firm in US.
‘01   Christine Garcia, Graduated UF, May 2004, BA in English, Minor in Criminology and Law, Cum Laude.  Enrolled at UF Law School.

‘92   Elizabeth Calzadilla Married Jorge Luis Fiallo February 2005
‘95   AnaMaria Corredera Married Peter Corredera October 2004
‘95   Emmie Blanco Married Alexander Puga January 2005
‘96   Christina Rivero Married Alexander Yabrudy February 2004
‘97   Jessica Luga  Married Javier Bustamante
‘97   Maynel Alvarez Married Eduardo Requejo
‘97   Yvette Camejo Engaged to Gabriel Gomez ‘97
‘98   Alyn Cruz  Married Joseph Higgins November 2004
‘98   Deanna Jimenez Married Eric Feingold November 2004
‘98   Ingrid Lafarga  Married Teddy Sanchez June 2003
‘98   Melissa Coto  Engaged to Heriberto Gonzalez
‘98   Vivian Vega  Married Gabriel Zunzunegui
‘99   Denise Crawley Married Eric Spitzform March 2005
‘99   Ianessa Cabrera Engaged to Alfredo Alvarez, Jr.
‘99   Jamie Silva  Engaged to Alejandro Monteiro
‘99   Jennifer Ludwig Married Angel Colina April 2004
‘99   Lourdes Suarez Married Serafin Sanchez February 2005
‘99   Paola Gonzalez Engaged to Michael Abesada
   (brother of Michelle, ’99)
‘99   Shayla Perez  Engaged to Michael Anthony Nardo

Personal & Professional Achievements

Bells Will Be Ringing!

‘01   Jessica Longueira 

Passings

‘86   Lisa Maresma-Sanchez  Daughter Veronica Liana born 
    October 2003
‘87   AnaMaria Bonet Dasilva Daughter Jessica born February 2004
‘87   Jean Marie Crossin Woodbridge Son Christopher James born 
    March 2004
‘88   Gladys Giron-Newman  Daughter Sofia Alexa born
‘90   Cristina Calderon-Parra Twin boys Andrew and Matthew born 
    October 2003
‘95   Cristina Pascual Garcia  Daughter Gabriella born 
    November 2004
‘95   Miriam Ruiz-Sganga  First daughter Isabella born 
    October 2004
‘95   Suzanne Forrest Sardina Son Gabriel Jose born June 2004
‘99   Ileana Salas Miranda  Daughter Sofia Cristina born 
    October 2004
‘02   Stephanie Garcilazo-Vallejo Sons Kristopher born 2003 and Kevin 
    born 2004

Bundles of Joy

 all  about  you
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Spiritual Corner

How do you feel when you're complimented? 
Embarrassed? This typical reaction happens 
because we fail to realize that it is God our Father 
who is praising us. In a Gospel passage, Jesus makes 
it clear that the only praise that really matters is 
that which originates from the Father, and such 
praise is very important.

Praise is good. We were made in the image of a 
God who values being praised. But because we're 
afraid that it's not humble to accept compliments, 
we quickly negate the affirmation. Well guess what. 
That's telling the people who compliment us that 
they're liars. And it initiates the game of "If I say 
I'm not worthy of your praise, then you'll try to 
convince me that I am indeed worthy of it, and 
I'll get more attention from you as we drag this 
out longer."

What a mess! Pride gets confused with humility. 
True humility means accepting praise and 
acknowledging that ultimately the credit goes to 
God. True humility means affirming those who 
compliment us by accepting their kind words and 
good intentions. 

Jesus said that the Father's praise gives testimony 
about the Son's worth. Jesus was NOT implying 
that John's affirmation was invalid. On the contrary, 
he reminded the Jews about John's testimony 
precisely because it was very important indeed. But 
greater than John's praise was the Father's. The one 
who sent Jesus into the world was the best one to 
judge how well he was fulfilling his calling.

You, too, have been sent by the Father. You, too, 
have been commissioned and empowered to give Jesus 
to the world by using all of the gifts he has given 
you, i.e., all the good that is in you. If you're doing 
this to the best of your current ability, and if you're 
obeying the Father to the best of your awareness, 
repenting when you slip into sin, the Father is 
praising you as much as he praised his Son, Jesus.

Terry Modica  3/10/05
Reprinted with permission from Good News Ministries

Things are really happening at St. Brendan! 
We held our 2nd Annual Tropical Extravaganza 
on the school campus in February and it was 
another great success… roasted pig and all!  
The attendees enjoyed it tremendously and 
proceeds from the event will go to help fund a 
new fence around the baseball/softball fields.

The 2005-2006 school year marks the 
30th Anniversary of St. Brendan High School.  
We began conmemorating our 30th Anniversary 
with the kickoff celebration that was held 
April 29th on campus.  Events are scheduled for 
throughout the year to celebrate 30 great years 
of the Sabre tradition.

Due to Hurricane Katrina, the Anniversary Mass to 
kickoff the academic year had to be rescheduled.  
Please monitor our website at 
www.stbrendanalumni.org as to the new date.  
You are all most welcome!  

Following that, the 30th Anniversary Gala will be 
held at the JW Marriott on Saturday, November 
19th, 2005.  Be sure to save the date for this Black 
Tie event, it will be fabulous!!! The cost is 
$100 per person. Watch your mailbox and email 
for an announcement with more information or 
visit the alumni website (www.stbrendanalumni.org). 
I also wanted to let you know that we are 
revamping the school web site (www.stbhs.org), 
please drop by to find out what's happening with 
your Alma Mater.

As always, you know you are more than welcome 
to visit us.  We always love to see our alumni.  
Hope to see you soon. 

God bless.

Bertha S. Alvarez 
Director

Advertisements

Greetings from the Development Office!

We will be holding our annual Sabre Success: Career Days event this year the first week of April (2006).  As always, current college and graduate students, and beginning 
and experienced professionals from different fields are invited to participate.  Whether one is an alumnus, family member of alumni, and/or parent of current students, 
all members of the St. Brendan High School family are welcome.  For the first time this year, we are planning to add a networking cocktail one evening during the event.  
Historically, speakers have graciously provided our students with very valuable information about academic and professional preparation in a very informal environment.  
This has made this event a very valuable one for our students. Anyone who is interested in participating in any way can contact me at 305-223-5181, extension 261 or 
via email at sprieto@stbhs.org. 

Sarah Prieto (Class of ‘83) 

Interested in placing an ad? If you’d like to see your business advertised in upcoming issues of The Sabre Tales Newsletter, contact us at sabrenews@stbrendanalumni.org

Sabre Successs: Career Days 2006 
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A message from a former faculty member

My life, since I left the faculty and students of 
St. Brendan, has not been as full. When I left 
St. B, I left the best school I had ever taught in. 
Truly, I am a better person for having been part 
of the daily lives of such great people. I always 
told my students that since I went to an all-girls' 
high school, I enjoyed the simple pleasures 
(baseball games, pep rallies, dances) that I had 
not been exposed to. By the way, Coach Knowles, 
I will never forget our state victory in Ocala... 
so many of us went up there for the greatest 
game of all time. I believe that I learned more 
from my students in my sixteen years there, 
than they did from me. Please give my 
appreciation and admiration to all my former 
students. I now live in a small beachside town 
and enjoy... yes, I always did hear a different 
drummer (Thoreau)... teaching English to 
seventh graders in our town's only middle 
school. The twenty pounds I gained from eating 
pastelitos and Mrs. Milisits' Secret-Recipe 
Brownies during Raffle Time are still with me! 
Those were the days! 

With love to all my former students and colleagues,  

Daphne Berish 
Former St. Brendan Teacher (1978-1994)

Looking for Roxanne Martinez (1999)!

Johnny Morales (1999), who is currently 
stationed at Bala Air Base in Iraq is trying to 
get in touch with his old friend Roxanne.  
Unfortunately, Roxanne's contact information 
is out-of-date.  If you, or anyone you know, has 
been in recent contact with Roxanne please 
ask her touch base with us at 
sabrenews@yahoo.com so we can put her and
Johnny in touch!

Message in a Bottle 

Jasma Ad



How to join the Saint Brendan High Alumni Association (Optional)
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The new Saint Brendan High Alumni Association (SBHAA) is all about reconnecting you to Saint Brendan High while 
benefiting future generations of Sabres to come.  There are a few special legacies that stand out at St. B.  First, the 
school boasts about a 1/3 ratio of alumni faculty.  Second, we are beginning to see the sons and daughters of alumni 
come to school at our Alma Mater.  With this in mind, a group of alumni, teachers, faculty and staff joined forces and 
founded the St. Brendan High Alumni Association to ensure that the legacy is carried on. 

The Alumni Association is still in its beginning stages.  We need your support and involvement to truly make this a 
valuable organization for St. Brendan, its alumni, students, and faculty.  For alumni who have graduated within the
last five years from St. Brendan High,  Alumni Association membership will be free of charge. We ask only that you fill 
out the form below and keep your information updated. We encourage all other alumni to become annual members.  
The annual dues are $25 a year, or you can become lifetime members for a one-time contribution of $500.  However, 
to commemorate the Alumni Association’s launch and the 30th Anniversary of St. Brendan (2005-2006), we are offering 
a one-time opportunity for you to become a lifetime member for $250.  Furthermore, if you submit your lifetime 
dues by April 7th, 2006, you will be recognized as a “Founding Member” of the SBHAA.  This will be a permanent 
honor and your name and class year will be listed on our website as well as on a plaque that will always hang in 
the school’s entrance.  We ask for your support to ensure the legacy of the green and white. 

Year of Graduation

Full Name (Last, First)

Street Address, Apt#; City, State, Zip

Email Address

Type of Membership

Let us know what’s happening - We want to hear all about you!

News about you: career, professional or academic activities/honors; civic achievements

Personal news about you: births, engagements, marriages, spouse’s or children’s name

Business Title/Profession/Occupation                   Company/Employer Name

Street Address                    Apt#              City                           State            Zip

      Yes         No

New Address?

Full Name (current)                      Maiden Name Year of Graduation

Mail completed form to :  
Saint Brendan High Alumni Association
P.O. Box 558665
Miami, FL. 33255

Please share with us your interests:

      Speaking at future Career Days          Interested         Not Interested

      Mentoring or being Mentored           Interested         Not Interested

      Participating in Networking Activities           Interested         Not Interested    

      Helping with future Class Reunions           Interested         Not Interested

      Attending Alumni Events (for adults)          Interested         Not Interested

      Attending Alumni Events (for families)           Interested         Not Interested

Or email your information to:
sabres@stbrendanalumni.org 

I do not want news items to be published

E-mail Address     Home Number                 Business Number                  Alternate Number (cell or other)

Date of Birth     Gender                  University Attended

  

        

   * Limted time only. Prior to April 7th, 2006, alumni may join as Founding Members for
      the reduced amount of $250.

(Make check payable to Saint Brendan High 
Alumni Association)

Annual (family) $40         Lifetime $500

Annual (single) $25               Founding Member* $250

Recent Graduate (5 years or less) Complimentary Credit Card Type

Card Number

Expiration Date

Name On Card

Visa MasterCard

Type of Membership (check one) Payment by Credit Card

Check Enclosed

Payment by Check
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Class of 1985

Try as she might, Katrina could not keep the 
Class of 1985 from celebrating its 20th 
Anniversary Class Reunion the weekend of
August 26-28, 2005. All friends, they began
the weekend with Happy Hour at the 
Navio Bar, Sheraton Hotel, Miami, Florida. 
Everyone that attended was glad to see each 
after so many years, and the refrain was the 
same, time and time again: "you look exactly 
the same!" but it wasn't true, age had made them all more beautiful and handsome. The next night, a Gala Dinner 
at the Colonnade in Coral Gables, Florida, brought more smiles and hugs, and tears at the sight of their slide 
show as memories began to flow. On Sunday, Fr. Jim officiated a Mass in the St. Raphael Chapel assisted by 
1985's children. After the Mass, everyone went out back to the gym to enjoy a picnic, where they met each 
other's growing families and basked in the sun, together one last time until the next reunion. For pictures of this
event, please visit your 1985 class page at www.stbrendanalumni.org. 

Class of 1995

The Class of 1995 will hold their 10 Year Reunion on the weekend of September 24-25, 2005.  On Saturday, 
September 24, there will be a Happy Hour, Dinner, Music and Dancing at Mosico & Salero Restaurant in Miami. 
Sunday, September 25, will see a Family Barbecue on the Saint Brendan High School campus. The approximate 
cost is $60/person for the weekend's events. Watch your mail and check out the 1995 Classmates page 
on the alumni website regularly www.stbrendanalumni.org for more information. Please contact one of your 
reunion organizers to volunteer to help, to update your contact data or for more information. For pictures of 
this event, please visit your 1995 class page at www.stbrendanalumni.org.

Eileen Navarro - EPE13@aol.com 
Vanessa Enrizo Garcia - venrizo@miami.edu 
Lourdes Lorenzo Hilliard - lula396@yahoo.com

Class Reunions - Then and Now

The Distinguished Alumnus Award is given to graduates of St. Brendan High School in Miami.  The honorees are 
selected not only for their professional achievements but also for demonstrating Christian principles in their 
everyday lives and for service to their community and their alma mater.  These alumni use the tools given them 
during their Catholic education for the benefit of others; displaying a spirit of caring, generosity and goodness to 
others and to their former school.  They truly embody the legacy of the green & white and the Sabre spirit that 
began with Fr. Dennehy’s vision when he opened the doors of St. Brendan High in 1976. 

Previous recipients of the Distinguished Alumnus Award are:

Honorable Judge Marylin Milian, 1978

Honorable Judge Adalberto Jordan, 1980

Ms. Jackie Nespral, 1984

The St. Brendan High Alumni Association is currently accepting nominations for this year’s recipient of the 
Father Dennehy Distinguished Alumnus Award.  Honorees are selected by the Board of Directors of the SBHAA, 
based on the established criteria.  Nominations for this year’s recipient will be accepted until September 30th, 2005.  
Presentation of this year’s award will be made at the 30th Anniversary Gala on November 19th.

If you or someone you know exemplifies the characteristics listed in the Criteria for Nomination; please fill out the 
webform in the Awards Section at  www.stbrendanalumni.org.  Be sure to describe the characteristics you feel 
qualify the Nominee for this award.

Established in 2003, Founder’s Service Award is given to our youngest alumni, a graduating Senior, chosen by the 
faculty and staff for their exemplary behavior and Catholic values.  The students are judged based on service to 
their School, Parish and surrounding community.  The recipient is presented their award before the entire 
Senior Class at a gathering of Students, Parents and Faculty shortly before graduation each year.

Past winners of the Founder’s Service Award are:

David McGrath, 2003         Monserrat de Para, 2004      Samantha Gonzalez, 2005

30th Anniversary Mass 
Rescheduled TBA
30th Anniversary Gala
Saturday, November 19, 2005
Tapas Night 
December 2005
Homecoming Week
Week of January 16-20, 2006 
Homecoming Game / Alumni Tailgate
Friday, January 20th, 2006
Annual Memorial Mass
February 2006
Sabre Success: Networking Event / Career Days
April 5-7, 2006
30th Anniversary Alumni Association Founding/
Lifetime Members Commemoration Celebration
April 5-7, 2006

Calendar of Events

We held our annual Sabre Success/Career Days 
Event last Spring.  Current college and graduate 
students, and beginning and experienced 
professionals from different fields took time out 
of their busy schedules to provide valuable 
information about academic and professional 
preparation to our students.  Former Sabres that 
have come through for us time and time again are:
 
Class of ’80 Tony Baradat, Bert Jordan  

Class of ’82 Becky Reyes, Rosa Llaguno, 
Vicky Lopez and Ricky Seara

Class of ’83 Clary Arango, Elda Arellano, 
Liz Garcia-Balbin, Mario Carballo, 
Silvia (Escribano) Cuadra, Henry Pineiro, Mike Nolan, 
Rosa (Hoyo) Prieto, Vivian Sanchez and 
Michael Vazquez

Class of ’84 Ernie Fernandez and 
Monique (Russo) De La Viesca

Class of ’86 Cynthia Corzo, 
Christine (De Valle) De La Huerta and Luisa Varona

Class of ’88 Carmen Vizcaino 

Class of ’91 Maria Budet, Carmen (Martinez) Gali, 
Eric Knowles, Bernie Navarro, Jackie Tejeda and 
Danny Vinas 

Class of ’93 Javier Borges, Susan Carballo, 
Marcia Codina, Cesare Ramos, Robert Muñecas 
and Melissa Vigues

Class of ’95 Susan Falero

Class of ’96 Jenny Martin, Frank Pages and 
Monica Vigues

Class of ’97 Teri Puente

Class of ’98 Lilly Guallar, Mileny Martinez and 
Sofia Morales

Class of ’99 Michelle De Diego, Arlette Saenz

Class of ’03 Andrea Abrantes and Carla Regalado

Former SBHS Teacher Mike Mosca
 
The following are parents and spouses of current 
and former students that have taken part in the 
program throughout the years: 

Jorge Escala (married to Annette Sabates, c/o ’94), 
Nelcy Huerta (parent of Christine Hernandez, 
c/o ’05), Xiomara Pages (parent of Frank c/o ’96 
and J. P. Pages, c/o ’99), Greta Pelegrin (parent of 
Barbie Pelegrin, c/o ’93) and Alyssa Ramos (married 
to Cesare Ramos, c/0 ’95).  Needless to say, we are 
very grateful that so many members of the SBHS 
community contribute to this program.  Most of 
them actually have a great time.

Sarah Prieto (Class of ’83) 

Sabre Success: Career Days Inspired Last Spring
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Fr. Thomas A. Dennehy Distinguished Alumnus Award

The Founder’s Service Award

In 2005, the St. Brendan High Alumni Association founded the Alumni Award, recognizing an outstanding Senior, 
chosen by the faculty and staff, for their commitment to continuing the legacy of the Green & White.  This year, 
the Association is proud to announce the first recipient of the Alumni Award:

Alejandra Maruri, 2005

The Founder’s Service Award

‘80   Abby Gilliamsen, Doctorate in Education, Brenau College.  Teaching for 18 years, currently at St. Johns Public Schools.  Still single and happy.
‘82   Maggie Barrenche Garcia-Tunon, Celebrated 20th Wedding Anniversary with husband Rudy.  Founded not-for-profit org Megan’s Angel Wings in honor of 
        her daughter who was diagnosed with Non-Hodgkins Lymphoma.
‘83   Frank Garcia, President/Owner, United Insurance & Title, Inc.
‘87   Jean Marie Crossin Woodbridge, Working for Ernst & Young as People Consultant for the National Tax group in Washington, DC.
‘90   Cristina Calderon-Parra, Asst Director, UM Dept of Medicine, Medical Billing Office.
‘92   Elizabeth Calzadilla, Public Information Officer/Media Relations Specialist for Broward Sheriff ’s Office.
‘92   Jay Zabola, Teacher of the Year 2004, Kinloch Park Elementary.
‘94   Daniel Miranda, Completed my first Ironman Triathlon in November; completing the swim/bike/run in 12hrs 34m.  Placed 7th in my age group in a race half the 
        Triathlon in 5hrs 10m two weeks later.
‘94   Jacquline Hernandez Aquino, Promoted to Assistant Principal at a middle school in Dade County.
‘95   Aleida Rivero, Accepted into OSU Masters/Doctorate Program in Speech-Language Pathology, awarded Graduate Enrichment Fellowship.
‘95   Vanessa Enrizo-Garcia, Working at the UM School of Education, Business Office.
‘96   Christina Rivero Yabrudy, Working as Paralegal at Stearns Weaver Miller, et al.
‘97   Maribel Alvarez, Graduated w/Honors, Nova SE, Masters in Accounting.  Owner of an Accounting firm.
‘97   Maynel Alvarez Requejo, Graduated UM, Spring 2005, Masters in Communication Studies.
‘98   Alyn Cruz Higgins, Graduated FIU, December 2004, Masters in Counseling Psychology.
‘98   Deana Jimenez, Nurse, Working at Miami Children's Hospital.
‘98   Edith Escalona, Graduating FSU Law, May 2005, Juris Doctor.  Attended FIU and FSU-Law on scholarship.
‘98   Melissa Lombana, Graduated FIU, April 2004, BS in Special Education.
'98   Shanielle Soto, Graduated FIU, May 2004, Hospitality Management.
‘98   Soraya Cabrera, Graduated FIU, December 2004, Elementary Education.
‘99   Andrea Villafana, Graduated Barry, May 2004, BS Pre-K/Primary Ed w/ESOL.  Teaching 1st  grade.
‘99   Andryann Pino, Graduating UF, April 2005, Doctorate in Pharmacy; accepted into Primary Care Residency at Gainesville VA Hospital.
‘99   Clara Pablo, Promoted, reporter of Escandalo TV; Producer/Reporter at Telefutura/Univision.
‘99   Cristina Fernandez, Graduated BS, May 2004, Elementary Ed/ESOL.
‘99   Geesa Thekkumkattil, Graduated USF, July 2004, MIS.  Founded South Asian Sorority - Sigma Sigma Rho.  Working for PricewaterhouseCoopers as I.S. Auditor.
‘99   Ianessa Cabrera, Graduated FIU, School of Nursing, BSN. Working in Pediatrics and beginning Masters in Nursing Ed at Barry.
‘99   Jennifer Ludwig Colina, Quality of Life Manager at Crispin Porter + Bogusky.
‘99   Lourdes Suarez, Completing Elementary Education degree at FIU.
‘99   Monica Lorrie, Graduating UM Law School, May 2005.
‘99   Paola Gonzalez, Graduated FIU, Spring 2004, BS in Communication; Major in Advertising, Minor in Psychology.
‘00   Christina Sanda, Started Pharmacy school at Nova SE in August 2004.
‘00   Marilu Martin, Currently in NYC, working for McGladrey & Pullen LLP, 6th largest CPA firm in US.
‘01   Christine Garcia, Graduated UF, May 2004, BA in English, Minor in Criminology and Law, Cum Laude.  Enrolled at UF Law School.

‘92   Elizabeth Calzadilla Married Jorge Luis Fiallo February 2005
‘95   AnaMaria Corredera Married Peter Corredera October 2004
‘95   Emmie Blanco Married Alexander Puga January 2005
‘96   Christina Rivero Married Alexander Yabrudy February 2004
‘97   Jessica Luga  Married Javier Bustamante
‘97   Maynel Alvarez Married Eduardo Requejo
‘97   Yvette Camejo Engaged to Gabriel Gomez ‘97
‘98   Alyn Cruz  Married Joseph Higgins November 2004
‘98   Deanna Jimenez Married Eric Feingold November 2004
‘98   Ingrid Lafarga  Married Teddy Sanchez June 2003
‘98   Melissa Coto  Engaged to Heriberto Gonzalez
‘98   Vivian Vega  Married Gabriel Zunzunegui
‘99   Denise Crawley Married Eric Spitzform March 2005
‘99   Ianessa Cabrera Engaged to Alfredo Alvarez, Jr.
‘99   Jamie Silva  Engaged to Alejandro Monteiro
‘99   Jennifer Ludwig Married Angel Colina April 2004
‘99   Lourdes Suarez Married Serafin Sanchez February 2005
‘99   Paola Gonzalez Engaged to Michael Abesada
   (brother of Michelle, ’99)
‘99   Shayla Perez  Engaged to Michael Anthony Nardo

Personal & Professional Achievements

Bells Will Be Ringing!

‘01   Jessica Longueira 

Passings

‘86   Lisa Maresma-Sanchez  Daughter Veronica Liana born 
    October 2003
‘87   AnaMaria Bonet Dasilva Daughter Jessica born February 2004
‘87   Jean Marie Crossin Woodbridge Son Christopher James born 
    March 2004
‘88   Gladys Giron-Newman  Daughter Sofia Alexa born
‘90   Cristina Calderon-Parra Twin boys Andrew and Matthew born 
    October 2003
‘95   Cristina Pascual Garcia  Daughter Gabriella born 
    November 2004
‘95   Miriam Ruiz-Sganga  First daughter Isabella born 
    October 2004
‘95   Suzanne Forrest Sardina Son Gabriel Jose born June 2004
‘99   Ileana Salas Miranda  Daughter Sofia Cristina born 
    October 2004
‘02   Stephanie Garcilazo-Vallejo Sons Kristopher born 2003 and Kevin 
    born 2004

Bundles of Joy

 all  about  you
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Javier Borges
Class of ‘93 | President

Dear Alumni,

This year marks the 30th anniversary of the founding of St. Brendan High School.  It was in 1975 that Fr. Thomas Dennehy 
opened the doors to what would become such a major Catholic high school in the thriving metropolis to south 
Miami-Dade county.  Of course, it took a tremendous amount of work from many hands to turn the seminary into a 
successful high school.  But the work was done and the results are with us. And we are proud of our school and the 
wonderful students who have passed through its buildings.

You know what your years at St. Brendan High School have meant to you, not only the academic work, but even more 
important, the life preparation.   The teachers, friends, and associates that you met at St. Brendan have become, in many 
cases, lifelong friends.  Values learned during your high school years have stayed with you and made a difference in your 
life.  The Fr. Thomas Dennehy Memorial Foundation has as its goal to provide the opportunity for other deserving, but 
poor, children to attend St. Brendan and enjoy all the advantages that you have experienced during your high school years.  

On behalf of the needy, I congratulate you and challenge you to provide to others what you have received.  Your support 
for all the plans and projects of the Foundation is dearly needed and appreciated.  Please come to visit your Alma Mater.  
You are always in our family.

Sincerely,

Brother Felix Elardo
Principal

To all St. Brendan Students, Faculty, Alumni, & Friends:

I hope this message finds everyone well and off to a great new school year.

In January 2005, after a year of serving on the Board of the Father Dennehy Memorial Fund, I was elected to serve as 
President of the Fund.  I am honored to serve in this capacity for an Institution that afforded me so many special 
experiences.  The Father Dennehy Memorial Fund (FDMF), named after St. Brendan’s founding Principal Father 
Thomas Dennehy, is operated by an independent Board of Directors comprised of Alumni from each decade of the 
school’s existence as well as some dedicated Faculty members currently teaching at St. Brendan.  Our sole purpose is 
to raise funds from Sabre Alumni and Friends to help support any current St. Brendan student in urgent need.  When 
a student and their family are met with the prospect of having to leave the school because of a family situation that 
affects their financial ability to afford tuition, we step in on an anonymous basis to subsidize the student’s level of need.

In 2004, thanks to the efforts of our Board and Supporters, we raised a record amount of over $9,000 and are currently 
sponsoring two excellent students.  Some of our past sponsored students have gone on to excel at the University level.  
Looking forward, we want to expand our efforts to assist our FDMF sponsored graduates with college scholarships.  
In order to do this and to continue to raise the funds needed to support the FDMF, we realized that St. Brendan needed 
an Alumni Association.  The FDMF Board decided to take action and with the support of the administration, we have 
formed the first official St. Brendan High Alumni Association (SBHAA).  The FDMF will now be a subset of the SBHAA.  
St. Brendan boasts one of the highest Alumni Faculty ratios in all of Dade County.  About 1/3 of our teachers are 
Alumni, it is truly a beautiful legacy of SBHS.

The timing of launching the Alumni Association could not be better. St. Brendan is set to celebrate its 30th Anniversary 
in 2005-2006.  What better way to celebrate our Sabre legacy than to invite everyone back to campus and to get 
involved in the Alumni Association.  In this newsletter you will find more information on becoming a member of the 
Association, a unique opportunity to be recognized as a Founding Member, supporting the FDMF, and a listing of special 
events for everyone to come back to campus to commemorate the 30th Anniversary and launch of the 
St. Brendan High Alumni Association.

As you can see, these are exciting times at St. Brendan, but we need your help.  I want to extend to all of you an 
invitation to get involved with the Alumni Association and in the 30th Anniversary Celebration.  For more information 
please go to our website at www.stbrendanalumni.org.

Go Sabres,

Javi Borges (Class of ‘93)
President
St. Brendan Alumni Association
Father Dennehy Memorial Fund
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Rosa Llaguno
Class of ‘82 | Vice-President

Elena Quintero
Class of ‘87

Sarah Prieto
Class of ‘83 | Secretary

Juan Aguerrebere
Class of ‘81 | Executive Treasurer

Bertha Alvarez
Director, Development

Br. Felix Elardo
Principal

Fr. Fernando Heria
Supervising Principal 

Armando del Portillo
Class of ‘79

Farideh Hekmat
Class of ‘03

Ariel Bellumio
Class of ‘97

Jose “Pepi” Diaz
Class of ‘98

Ray Vaughan
Class of ‘78

Sara Hekmat

Steve Piscitelli

Submit comments and 
suggestions to the Editor:

sabrenews@stbrendanalumni.org

Contact the Development Office:

305-223-5181 ext.561

St. Brendan High School Alumni Website:

www.stbrendanalumni.org

St. Brendan High School Website:

www.stbhs.org

Contact The Sabre Tales

something big is coming...
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